[BALTIMORE  CLIPPER  EXTRA.] 


THE  CRT  FROM  THE  PRIESTS’  PRISONS. 

ro  the  Citizens,  to  the  Honorable  the  General  Assembly  and  Governor  of  Maryland: 

ieari-0pROTPKih13.ea^  11  Cry  °f  the  P°°r’  he  also  sha"  cry  himself’  but  sha11  not  1)0 

t  nntt-t3nfh>nnetaLt'?lde,liVer ]he?.  ‘I?1 V15  reldy  to  be  sltlin;  >f  thou  slyest,  behold,  we  know 
t  not,  doth  not  he  that  pondereth  the  heart  consider  it? — Prov.  xxiv.  II,  12. 


“  ’Tis  the  cause  of  women, 

There  dwell  the  most  forlorn  of  human  kind, 
mmur’d  though  unaccus’d,  condemn’d  untried, 
cruelly  spar  d  and  hopeless  of  escape. 

There,  like  the  visionary  emblem  seen 
Bal)ylon,  life  stands  a  stump, 
ind,  filleted  about  with  hoops  of  brass,  * 

>till  lives,  though  all  her  pleasant  boughs  are  gone, 
.o  count  the  hour-bell  and  expect  no  change 
.  o  read  engraven  on  the  mouldy  walls, 
n  stagg’ring  types  her  predecessor’s  tale, 
k.  sad  memorial,  and  subjoin  her  own. 

>,  comfortless  existence!  hemm’d  around 
Vith  woes,  which  who  that  suffers  would  not 
kneel, 

ind  beg  for  exile,  or  the  pangs  of  death?” 

When  Coicper  described  the  horrid  Bastile, 
aw  Englishmen  and  no  American  dreamed  that 
s  horrid  and  abominable  prisons  would  be  per¬ 
ked  in  England  or  America  under  the  sanc- 
lon  of.  a  church,  and  yi  the  name  of  convents. 
»ut  it  is  even  so.  Young  girls  of  sixteen  are 
liured  into  these  prisons,  and  after  the  ktrap 
as  enclosed  them,  and  their  property  is  secured 
d  the*  convene,  another  "door  is  opened,  and 
ley  are  admitted  into  the  chambers  of  the 
rison  from  which  there  is  no  deliverance. 

deliverance  by  consent  of  the  Priesthood 
r  of  the  Church.  These  prisons  are  a  part  of 
Pe  gear  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  she  is  not  full 
1  arnessed  for  service  without  convents. 

The  first  movement  of  the  devil  for  the  ruin 
t  our  race  was  in  getting  the  ear  of  our  first 
to.tn.er  away  from  the  guardian  that  God  had 
iven  her.  .  The  master  piece  of  the  devil,  is 
lat  work  in  which  by  artifice  and  deception, 
irough  the  Priests  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  he 
srsuades  young  women  and  girls  away  from 
ie  guardians,  and  the  relationship  which  God 
asgiventhem.  “We  put  ourselves  into  the 
ands  of  the  devil,”  said  the  nuns  of  Pistoia 
when  we  put  ourselves  into  the  hands  of  the 
nests.” 

It  is  a  very  different  thing  getting  into  a 
rison  and  getting  out.  The  bird  can  readily 
iter  the  alluring  snare  of  the  fowler,  but  her 
mfiding  rashness  costs  her  life.  To  e«- 
ipe  from  a  prison  or  a  snare  is  a  joyful  event 
i  all  but  the  fowler  and  his  comrades.  The 
:cape  of  a  nun  from  a  convent,  is  a  youno-  wo- 
an  from  the  snare  of  the  priests.  While  all 
\e  world  not  under  the  influence  of  Rome  re- 
ice  in  it,  the  priests  of  Rome  curse  themselves 
id  the  officers  of  the  convent  for  not  being 
ore  watchful,  and  then  do  their  best  to  delude 
ie  public  in  regard  to  it. 

It  is  natural  that  one  escaped  should  recount 
;e  lnstory  of  her  imprisonment.  The  friends 
the  individual  and  the  public  expect  it,  just 
they  do  the  narrative  of  escape  from  a  ship- 
reck  or  from  a  railroad  catastrophe.  Would 
y  sane  man  blame  a  woman  for  publishing  a 
rrative  of  escape  from  death  by  either?  wliy 
en  blame  a  young  woman  for  giving  an  ac- 
unt  of  her  escape  from  the  .priest’s  prison. 

Miss  Bunkley  has  published  an  account  of 
r  inveiglement  into  the  convent— the  decep- 
m  practiced  on  her  entrance— the  change  of 
Jatment  when  secured — the  tyranny,  oppres- 
cruelty  that  followed — the  condition 
other  young  women  there — her  own  desper- 
wnand  successful  attempt  to  escape.  Her 
o  *  deserves  the  attentive  perusal  of  every 


American,,  and  is  a  published  testimony  har¬ 
monizing  in  a  most  remarkable  manner  with 
those  that  have  escaped  from  similar  prisons. 

That  such  prisons  are  sanctioned  by  the 
Church  of  Rome  is  a  reproach  and  scandal  to 
her  morals.  That  any  free  nation  should  permit 
them,  without  at  least  the  strictest  scrutiny, 
and  under  the  most  rigid  law,  is  a  blot  upon  It 
that  she  should  hasten  to  remove. 

In  a  series  of  letters  to  T.  Parkin  Scott,  Esq . 
I  presented  a  series  of  facts  which  reauired  at¬ 
tention  on  the  part  of  his  Church,  and  a 
movement  among  them  to  break  up  these  pri¬ 
sons.  It  is  time  to  go  to  another  source — the 
General  Assembly  of  Maryland.  To  the  Gene¬ 
ral  Assembly  we  go.  We  ask  nothing  of  which 
we  are  ashamed.  Our  principle  is,"  “He  t h at 
doeth  evil  hateth  the  light ,  lest  his  deeds  should 
he  reproved.  He  that  doeth  truth  eometh  to  the 
light ,  that  his  deeds  may  he  manifest.”  John  iii 
20,  21.  ’ 

I  herewith  subjoin  a  memorial  to  our  Legis¬ 
lature.  & 

To  tine  Honorable,  tlie  General  Assembly 
of  Maryland: 

The  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  would  respectfully  ask  your  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  fact  that  there  are  Private  Prisons 
in  this  State,  called  convents,  into  which  youno- 
women  and  girls,  under  various  pretexts,  have 
been  decoyed,  and  that  these  prisons  are  under 
the  control  and  management,  not  of  officers  of 
t.he_  State,  but  of  agents  of  the  Pope  of  Rome. 

Young  women  and  girls  have  been  enticed  to 
enter,  supposing  that  they  were  religious  insti¬ 
tutions,  out  have  afterwards  found,  to  their 
sorrow,  that  they  were  in  prison,  under  the 
constant  surveillance  of  guards,  watches  and 
spies ;  prohibited  from  having  any  communica¬ 
tion  with  their  friends,  and  forbidden,  under 
penalty  of  punishment  from  conferring  with  their 
fellow  prisoners. 

Whefc  completely  secured,  they  are  compelled 
to  undergo  labor  and  exposure  which  brings  on 
premature  death  by  consumption,  as  the  numer¬ 
ous  deaths  from  this  disease  evidence.  No  slaves 
could  be  more  abject.  Not  one  of  them  dares 
think  of  or  hope  for  liberty.  An  intimation 
of  desire  for  liberty  is  attended  with  punish¬ 
ment.  When  any  individual  is  suspected  of  a 
desire  to  escape,  not  only  more  vigilant  spies 
and  watches  are  placed  in  charge,  but  arrange¬ 
ments  are  made  for  a  removal  to  some  other 
convent,  of  which  the  prisoner  is  ignorant.  To 
accomplish  this  most  readily,  a  constant  com¬ 
munication  is  kept  up  with  other  convents  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  &c. 

The  removal  of  a  disaffected  prisoner,  thus 
effectually  cuts  off  all  possibility  of  her  havino- 
communication  with  her  friends,  or  appealing 
to  them  or  to  the  lawful  authorities  of  the  State 
for  that  protection  to  which  as  citizens  they 
are  entitled.  '  J 

By  the  legislature  of  our  State,  a  man’s  name 
must,  be  changed  to  be  legal.  Without  law 
and  in  defiance  of  the  law,  they  summarily 
change  the  name  of  every  individual  on  enter- 
ing  the  convent,  thus  depriving  the  individual 
of  the  opportunity  of  identification,  to  which 
the  law  entitles  and  requires  her. 
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The  uniform  charge  against  an  escaped  nun 
i3  that  she  is  insane.  Hobart  Seymour  says 
that  when  in  Rome,  a  gentleman  of  high  oth- 
cial  position  in  the  Church  assured  him  from 
his  own  observation,  “that  a  majority  of  the 
younq  nuns  died  deranged  before  twenty  five 
years  of  age  ”  To  escape  from  one  of  these 
prisons,  must  be  a  comparatively  rare  thing. 

The  desperation  and  excitement  to  which  the 
mind  must  be  brought,  in  such  an  attempt,  like 
in  the  case  of  Madam  Lavallette  when  liberat¬ 
ing  her  husband,  though  successful,  is  such  as 
to  produce  madness,  but  when  wrought  to  that 
state  and  then  failing,  what  can  we  imagine 
but  madness  and  death  to  follow? 

When  a  young  woman  has  escaped,  every 
calumny  that  interested  Priests  can  devise,  is 
published  against  her,  with  declarations  of  un¬ 
willingness  on  the  part  of  the  Superior  and 
priests  to  retain  any  against  their  will.  Hut  it  the 
individual  escaping  falls  among  Papists,  no 
matter  what  be  the  unwillingness  to  return, 
the  law  of  the  Church  requires  compulsory 
force  to  be  used,  and  in  Papal  countries  ie- 
quires  the  magistrate  to  force  her  back,  where 
she  is  punished  as  a  criminal  for  having  a  de¬ 
sire  to  enjoy  the  liberty  which  God  gave  her, 
and  for  which  her  forefathers  in  this  country 
shed  their  blood.  This  occurred  in  the  city  ol 
Baltimore  in  the  case  of  Olevia  Neal.  . 

Some  years  before  the  case  of  Olevia  Neal  a 
scream  was  heard  from  one  of  the  windows  ot 
the  same  Convent,  crying  “Help,  Help,  oh 
Lord,  HelpI”  How  can  we  help  otherwise 
than  by  an  examination  into  them? 

Every  reader  of  history  knows  that  these 
prisons  have  been  the  habitations  of  horrible 
cruelty,  licentiousness,  and  crime.  They  have 
buried  alive  their  victims,  plead  exemption 
from  law,  and  protection  and  privilege  in  their 
crime.  The  man  that  would  steal  a  shoulder 
of  bacon,  or  a  pair  of  shoes,  or  be  the  r®c‘rrvl®r 
of  the  goods  so  stolen,  would  be  punished  by 
the  law  no  matter  what  was  his  religion.  Here 
a  combination  of  Priests  and  Nuns  m  concert 
may  entice  a  young  woman  into  these  prisons, 
rob  the  parents  of  their  child,  retain  that  child 
of  which  they  have  robbed  them,  and  such  is 
the  nature  of  the  robbery  that  the  law  comes 
in  with  no  arm  to  hinder,  and  no  penalty  to 

visit  upon  these  robbers.  #  .  ,  ,, 

Shall  this  crime  be  permitted  unpunished. 
Shall  these  prisons  be  privileged?  Shall  these 
Foreign  Priests  rob  American  parents  ot  their 
daughters,  and  there  be  no  protection  held  out 
by  authority  of  our  commonwealth.  Every 
American  citizen  says  Not 

A  criminal  cannot  be  imprisoned  but  by  law, 
and  then  is  under  the  protection  of  the  law. 
The  records  of  the  court  perpetuate  the  tacts 
in  connection  with  his  trial.  His  age,  size, 
complexion,  -marks— the  length  of  time  and 


particulars  of  his  sentence  are  all  on  record. 
He  is  plaped  under  an  officer  of  the  law,  and  , 
the  law  sees  to  his  rights  and  interests,  and  the 
officer  is  bound  to  produce  him  when  required.  : 

The  laws  of  our  §tate  recognize  property  in 
slaves,  but  they  protect  the  slave.  When 
bought  and  sold  a  bill  of  sale  must  pass  the  title 
and  it  must  be  of  record.  The  title  must  by 
shown  and  the  proof  that  will  identify  the  indi¬ 
vidual,  before  a  slave  dealer  having  any  pre¬ 
tensions  to  decency  would  purchase  or  venture 
to  sell. 

The’ Church  of  Rome  by  her  Priests,  in  her 
Prisons,  holds  as  property  of  the  Prison,  subject 
to  the  entire  control  of  the  Priests  and  Superi¬ 
ors,  young  white,  free  born  women, — compels 
a  labor  without  remuneration,  and  extorts  it 
with  a  severity  that  no  slaveholder  would  dare 
exact  of  his  slaves. 

These  prisons  were  unknown  among  our  lath 
ers.  In  this  country,  they  are  a  growth  o: 
modern  times.  Had  such  a  thing  been  attempt 
ed  in  the  days  of  our  Revolutionary  fathers 
we  would  have  found  engrafted  in  all  cur  con 
stitutions,  the  absolute  prohibition  of  a  convent 
In  every  place  where  they  have  been  built, ,not 
withstanding  all  their  ingenuity,  and  the  walls 
bolts,  bars  and  watchers  that  have  confine* 
their  victims,  one  and  another  has  escaped  a 
different  times  and  places.  The  testimony  o 
all  concurs  in  establishing  the  fact  of  the  im; 
prisonment,  and  cruelty  and  oppression. 

Our  institutions  never  contemplated  any  sue 
prisohs.  The  great  principle  of  liberty  an 
protection  which  lies  at  their  foundation,  u! 
terly  abhors  them.  The  principle  of  Englis 
and  American  liberty  embodied  in  the  Magn 
Charta  is  <{that  no  freeman  shall  be  imprisone 
but  by  the  lawful  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  by th 
laws  of  the  land”  When  this  great  principle . 
lost  sio-ht  of  in  any  land,  the  personal  and  md 
viduaf  liberty  ot  the  citizen  i3  endangem 
When  the  crafty  agents  of  tyranny  and  born 
acre  combine  together  to  rob  the  unsuspectm 
of  their  liberty,  and  make  them  slaves  of  tl 
vilest  despots,  it  is  time  for  citizens  who  wou 
protect  themselves  to  claim  the  enactment 
such  laws  as  will  prove  an  effectual  safeguai 
for  the  liberty  of  the  humblest  citizen. 

Y our  memorialists  would  therefore  pray  vo 
honorable  body  to  pass  such  a  law  as  shall  hei 
after  prohibit  the  erection  of  such  prison  buil 
ings,  and  suppress  those  already  in  existence, 
or  a  law  which  shall  protect  every  lndividc 
in  these  convents  from  the  tyranny  and  insi 
to  which  they  are  exposed,  secure  their  libert 
their  property,  and  guard  them  effectual 
against  that  system  of  bondage  and  impose 
ment  into  which  they  are  now  brought. 

And  your  memorialists  as  in  duty  bound  w 
ever  pray. 


Shall  not  Young  Women  he  protected  by  Law,  in  the  Prisons  and  Conven 

under  the  Control  of  Priests? 


“Take  me  from  this  house  or  I  die,”  were  the 
expressive  and  forcible  words,  worked  with 
hair  into  a  cambric  handkerchief,  by  a  young 
woman,  and  placed  in  the  hand  ol  her  brother 
when  he  visited  her  for  the  last  time  before 
her  taking  of  the  black  veil. 

Little  does  the  careless  observer  ot  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  convent,  who  does  not  look  at  its 
high  walls,  its  painted  glass  and  shuttered 
windows — or  who  does  not  examine  into  the 
principles  upon  which  it  is  founded  and  con¬ 
ducted,  imagine  the  difficulties,  in  the  way  ot 
an  escape.  To  whom  can  she  speak,  or  inti¬ 
mate  her  desire?  Where  will  she  get  pen,  ink 
or  paper?  Where  can  she  write  unobserved/ 
When  written,  how  shall  she  send  it,  and  to 


whom?  These  with  many  other  questi 
meet  U3  at  the  out  set.  If  written  and  st 

who  will  venture  to  help  her .  ■ 

Why  wish  to  escape?  It  so  lovely  a  ph 
all  that  enter  would  desire  to  stay.  It  at  iiDe 
to  go  and  come,  they  would  not  need  to  esca 
If  no  hindrance,  why  built  as  prisons.  L 
rio-ht  why  those  cells  and  dungeons/  It 
honest  and  honorable,  and  kind,  why  u 
screams?  For  what  use  are  those  gags?  V 
bolt,  bar  and  lock  them  up?  Why  not  per 
even  a  father,  mother,  brother  or  sister 
speak  to  a  daughter,  but  through  iron  gratu 
and  then  only  in  the  presence  and  hearing  c 
spy?  If  all  was 'right  there  would  be  an  1 
tation  for  full,  thorough  inspection.  I 
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would  say  come,  early,  late,  at  any  time, 
examine,  search,  try,  let  every  thing  be  known. 
Thus  honest  men  would  act.  Would  there  be 
any  need  for  the  walls  and  cells,  dungeons, 
iron  grates,  gags,  watches  and  spies?  Wny  no 
access  to  the  inner  chambers,  where  the  nun3 
are,  but  to  the  priests  who  control  them,  and 
they  with  unlimited  access  at  all  hours,  day 
and  night? 

Why  do  unmarried  Priests  always  seek  to  en¬ 
tice  young  women  and  girls  into  the  convents? 
Because  more  easily  deceived,  and  in  the  vigor 
of  youth  they  are  more  suitable  to  their  ends. 
The  plea  of  religion  is  all  delusion.  It  has  no 
more  place,  than  morals  in  a  company  of  gam¬ 
blers  and  midnight  assassins.  What  is  the 
character  and  practice  of  these  men  who  labor 
to  induce  young  women  into  these  secret 
places?  Look  at  their  table  when  gathered  for 
the  consecration  of  a  church.  Every  thing  to 
eat,  and  every  thing  to  drink.  Who  handles 
with  skill  the  various  kinds  of  liquor?  Who 
got  so  merry  in  the  carousal  as  to  come  out  in 
the  street,  shouting  and  singing  so  a3  to  at¬ 
tract  the  attention  of  the  citizens  from  St. 
James  on  the  hill  to  the  convent  in  Aisquith 
street.  Not  a  company  of  rowdies  on  a  frolic 
could  have  demeaned  themselves  more  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  principles.  What  mockery  of 
common  sense  to  pretend  that  such  men  were 
coaxing  young  women  into  a  convent  for  the 
sake  of  religion? 

The  case  of  MiUy  McPherson  of  Kentucky, 
who  escaped  from  Bardstown,  was  published  in 
1836.  She  charged  on  the  Presiding  Priest  an 
attempt  to  seduce  her.  Her  parents  being  Pa¬ 
pists  treated  her  badly  because  she  was  injur¬ 
ing  the  character  of  the  Priest.  She  fled  to  a 
Baptist  Preacher  for  protection.  Shortly  she 
disappeared,  and  now  after  20  years,  though  of¬ 
ten  called  for,  no  trace  has  been  heard  of  her;  the 
general  supposition  is  that  she  has  been  secret¬ 
ed  and  murdered. 

McGrindeU  mentions  the  case  of  a  young  wo¬ 
man  of  nineteen  years  of  age  who  married 
against  the  will  of  her  parents.  They  tried  to 
get  her  to  forsake  her  husband,  but  she  would 
not.  They  planned  to  get  her  into  the  Con¬ 
vent  of  St.  Rosalia,  at  Palermo,  without  the. 
knowledge  of  her  husband.  Here  she  wa3  im¬ 
prisoned  and  cruelly  treated,  but  no  influence 
could  prevail  on  her  to  renounce  him.  He 
searched  for  her  everywhere,  until  unexpect¬ 
edly  he  learned  that  she  was  in  this  convent. — 
Then  using  his  utmost  ingenuity,  he  succeeded 
in  sending  a  note  to  her  by  a  friend,  enclosed 
in  a  fig,  assuring  her  of  his  determination  to 
reseue  her.  He  succeeded, in  making  known  to 
her  his  plan,  and  all  bid  fair  to  be  carried  into 
execution.  But  one  in  the  convent  who  was 
aiding  in  carrying  out  the  plan,  was  suspected 
by  one  of  the  spies,  and  brought  up  for  exami¬ 
nation.  She  confessed  and  revealed  the  whole 
plan,  but  was  required  to  keep  it  secret  from 
the  young  woman,  and  go  on  as  if  nothing  had 
been  known.  Thus  the  young  woman  wa3  led 
in  joyful  expectation  to  that  moment  when 
she  felt  that  her  deliverance  was  accomplished, 
and  when  in  the  very  act  of  escaping  she  was 
seized  within  the  walls  of  the  convent  and  then 
dragged  away  to  a  dungeon.  Her  husband  on 
the  outside  was  seized,  and  carried  away  to  a 
dungeon  of  the  Inquisition,  from  which  no  re¬ 
turn  concerning  him  has  ever  been  heard. — 
His  wife  was  thrown  into  delirium,  and  when 
recovered  she  was  dragged  from  her  dun¬ 
geon  to  undergo  the  solemn  mockery  of  a  trial 
before  the  Bishops  and  Superiors  of  the  con¬ 
vents  of  the  island,  in  one  of  the  subterranean 
apartments  of  the  convent.  She  was  condemn¬ 
ed  to  be  bricked  up  alive  in  a  niche  in  this  very 
vault,  The  whole  sisterhood  were  required  to 
assemble  and  witness  the  horrible  cruelty  of 
burying  her  alive. 


The  hapless  young  woman,  in  the  bloom  of 
youth,  was  placed  unresisting,  (for  what  re¬ 
sistance  could  she  make?)  in  her  living  tomb. 
Then  the  masons,  sworn  by  awful  oaths  to  se¬ 
crecy,  proceeded  to  the  terrible  work  of  brick¬ 
ing  up  the  opening,  and  thus  concealing  forever 
from  the  eyes  of  Sisters,  Bishops  and  Superiors, 
the  young  woman,  whose  only  crime  wras  that 
of  loving  the  husband  of  her  choice,  refusing 
to  renounce  him,  and  striving  to  escape  from 
.her  prison  that  she  might  enjoy  life  with  him. 
(See  this  fearful  incident  in  McGrindeU' s  Con¬ 
vent -j  pages  185 — 192,  published  by  Carter  & 
Brothers,  New  York.) 

I  envy  no  man  the  heart,  that  on  reading  such 
an  incident,  does  not  feel  within  himself  a  de¬ 
termination  to  do  what  in  him  lies,  to  remove 
such  an  accursed  institution  from  our  land,  or 
who  would  relieve  himself  from  his  duty  and 
responsibility  by  saying  such  things  are  not 
done  here. 

Such  things  not  done  here !  Why  not?  Are 
the  priests  men  of  different  principles  or  prac¬ 
tice?  Have  the  doctrines  of  the  Church  on 
convents  been  changed?  No,  verily.  Have 
there  been  heard  no  sad  and  mournful  wailings 
and  appeals  from  the  victims  in  this  city  ? 
Who  delivered  the  woman  from  the  convent 
prison  in  Aisquith  street  that  screamed  help  ! 
help  !  0  Lord  help  ?  Who  knows  but  that  the 
niches  and  recesses  of  the  convents  of  this  State 
contain  the  mouldering  ashes  of  victims  hereto¬ 
fore  buried  alive  ?  Dead  women  tell  no  tales. 
The  murdered  victims  in  these  institutions  can¬ 
not  speak,  but  their  blood  cries  from  the  ground, 
and  the  stones  and  bricks  out  of  the  walls  call 
for  vengeance.  Shall  there  be  no  response  ? 
Will  another  generation  of  Americans  sleep 
over  this,  and  go  down  to  their  graves  without 
requiring  the  law  to  stand  between  the  inno¬ 
cent,  unsuspecting  young  women,  seduced  and 
driven  into  these  convents,  and  the  tyranny  and 
cruelty  of  their  merciless  seducers  ? 

Does  any  one  wonder  at  the  terror  that  fills 
the  mind  of  a  young  novice  on  learning  what 
has  befallen  those  that  have  sought  deliver¬ 
ance?  Do  you  ask  why  so  submissive  to  the 
priest  and  superior?  Set  before  them  the  dun¬ 
geon  and  the  torture,  and  the  niche  in  which 
to  brick  them  up  alive;  if  that  will  not  drive 
them  into  submission,  what  will?  They  would 
rather  serve  them  than  die  such  a  death. 

The  horrors  of  the  African  slave  trade 
aroused  the  philanthropy  of  England  and 
America.  They  unite  in  its  condemnation. — 
Here  is  a  slave  trade  carried  on  in  our  midst 
with  young  white  women  who  were  free  born. 
Shall  the  stealing  of  a  negro  in  Africa  and 
making  a  slave  of  him  merit  the  condemnation 
of  every  nation,  and  the  enticing  and  kidnap¬ 
ping  and  making  a  slave  of  a  young  white  wo¬ 
man,  be  considered  unworthy  the  attention  of 
the  American  people  ?  Certainly  not.  While 
England  and  America  delayed  action,  how 
many  stolen  Africans  endured  the  horrid  death 
of  the  middle  passage,  who  would  otherwise 
have  been  saved  alive?  While  we  delay  ac¬ 
tion,  how  many  young  women,  enticed  from 
their  homes  and  friends  under  the  seducing  in¬ 
fluence  of  Roman  priests,  are  enduring  a  slave¬ 
ry,  and  dying  deaths  as  horrible  as  it  is  possi¬ 
ble  for  human  nature  to  die?  The  secrecy  of 
the  convent  system,  the  character  of  the  par¬ 
ties,  the  records  of  the  past,  and  the  actions  of 
the  present  time,  all  call  for  action — immediate 
action. 

Governor  Ligon  in  his  horror  of  secret  soci¬ 
eties  that  interfere  with  politics,  asserts  that 
“the  constitution  equally  covers  every  citizen 
of  the  State,  of  whatever  faith,  wherever  born, 
with  its  protective  shield.”  Not  very  equally, 
or  the  priest  would  have  to  come  up  before  our 
courts,  and  meet  with  a  little  of  the  penance 
which  he  inflicts  upon  his  victims.  Not  very 
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equally  or  the  State  prison  would  be  inhabited 
by  some  of  those  who  are  in  charge  of  the  con¬ 
vents.  0  but  this  is  religion’!  If  it  is  religion 
to  entice  a  young  white  free  boPn  American 
into  a  priest’s  prison,  why  is  it  not  religion  to 
entice  slaves  away  from  their  masters  ?  The 
latter  would  stir  up  our  Governor  and  those  in¬ 
terested,  to  have  them  arrested,  tried  and  sent 
to  the  penitentiary  for  ten  years  for  each  of¬ 
fence.  But  when  a  priest  entices  away  a  young 
woman  from  her  father’s  house  into  the  prison 
of  that  priest  to  make  a  slave  of  her  for  life, 
it  is  an  act  of  religion,  you  must  not  say  aught 
against  it.  Is  this  equal  protection? 

It  is  equal  protection  under  the  shield  of  the 
State  that  I  ask  for  these  young  women.  Save 
them  from  slavery,  robbery  and  brutality,  in¬ 
flicted  upon  them  in  the  name  of  religion.  Ten 
thousand  voices  from  this  State  call  for  the 
shield  to  be  thrown  around  them.  If  they  de¬ 
sire  of  their  own  accord  to  retire  from  the 
world,  let  them  retire.  If  they  wish  to  come 
out ,  let  them  come.  Let  the  right  arm  of  the 
State  deliver  them  though  it  cost  every  con¬ 
vent,  and  the  neck  of  every  priest  in  the  State. 
Life  and  liberty  are  too  precious  to  be  sacrificed 
to  these  foreign  tyrants.  Shielded  from  public 
castigation  by  the  priests,  who  were  wont  to 
exercise  the  horsewhip  upon  their  people  in 
Ireland,  they  should  wish  that  their  daughters 
in  the  convents  should  be  protected  from  their 
abuse.  1ST o  Catholic  should  object  to  this.  Said 
one  to  me.  I  should  be  very  sorry  if  one  of  my 
daughters  had  any  idea  of  entering  a  convent. 

While  our  Governor  is  calling  attention  to 
secret  societies,  and  recommending  measures 
for  the  safety  of  the  people  in  their  rights,  let 
him  recommend  a  law  for  protection  in  these 
secret  places,  where  a  father  cannot  visit  his 
daughter,  and  where  she  must  waste  away,  dy¬ 
ing  a  wretched  death  with  no  mother’s  hand  to 
minister  to  her  wants,  or  her  tender  and  sym¬ 
pathising  voice  to  speak  words  of  comfort  to 
her  heart. 

Punishment  of  the  most  terrible  character 
belongs  to  the  convent  system,  and  was  inflict¬ 
ed  upon  Olevia  Neal  in  Baltimore.  Maria 
Monk  records  in  the  xi  chapter  of  her  book  a 
case  of  most  horrible  murder  of  a  young  nun 
of  about  20  years  of  age.  The  gag,  the  scream 
and  the  murder,  throw  light  upon  the  scream 
for  help  in  the  convent  in  Aisquith  street,  and 
the  many  facts  upon  this  point  do  most  clearly 
show  that  they  will  murder  them,  rather  than 
let  them  escape.  In  my  xi  letter  to  Mr.  Scott,  the 
doctrine  of  the  church  will  be  found,  which  re¬ 
quires  the  magistrate  to  compel  back  those  that 
may  escape  and  punishment  is  to  be  inflicted  as 
on  apostates. 

The  escape  bf  Miss  Harrison  and  Reed,  in 
Massachusetts ;  Maria  Monk,  in  Montreal; 
Milly  McPherson,  in  Kentucky;  Louisa  Wort- 
man,  at  St.  Louis;  Ann  Fallen,  at  Providence, 
R.  I.;  Olevia  Neal,  in  Baltimore;  Miss  Bunk- 
ley,  from  Emmitsburg,  and  also  other  cases, 
with  the  clear,  positive  proofs  that  they  have 
not  dared  to  impeach,  given  without  any  know¬ 
ledge  of  each  other,  or  of  any  similar  case, 
making  collusion  impossible,  and  testifying 
with  a  minuteness  and  clearness  that  no  man 
can  call  in  question,  proving  to  a  demonstra¬ 
tion,  deception,  cruelty,  imprisonment  and  crime 
most  horrible.  I  say  the  escape  of  these,  with 
the  desperate  efforts  of  the  priesthood  to  force 
them  back,  and  in  some  instances  with  success, 
makes  a  case  which  demands  legislative  inves¬ 
tigation,  and  calls  for  the  shield  of  the  State 
to  be  extended  for  the  protection  of  these  pri¬ 
soners. 

Our  fathers  bled  and  died  to  leave  to  their 


children  the  precious  legacy  of  liberty  with- 
protection.  Rome  has  labored  hard,  is  labor¬ 
ing  still  to  destroy  that  liberty,  to  take  away 
that  protection,  and  make  our  children  her 
slaves.  Shall  she  succeed  in  taking  that  legacy 
from  us  ?  Our  Governor,  in  his  care  for  Rome 
and  love  for  the  dear  foreigners ,  has  lost  sight 
of  the  principles  of  Washington.  The  word 
liberty  sounds  sweet  to  a  foreigner,  and  long 
may  ne  here  enjoy  it,  but  it  is  as  sweet  and  de¬ 
sirable  to  the  oppressed  in  the  convent,  as  it 
was  to  Patrick  Henry  on  March  23,  1775,  wh< 
he  uttered  those  living  words :  “Give  me  libet  ■ 
or  give  me  death  /” 

The  people  of  this  State,  and  if  I  am  no-' 
greatly  mistaken  of  the  United  States,  design 
defending  that  legacy.  There  has  long  been  i 
heard  in  the  community  a  muttering,  growing  i 
louder  and  more  constant — like  the  rumbling 
in  the  earth  preceding  the  earthquake.  The 
earthquake  in  Scripture  means  a  revolution. 
That  revolution  has  begun  among  us,  and 
young  America  will  decide  the  case  with  ter¬ 
rific  grandeur  when  she  is  called  into  action  on 
this  question,  of  priests  taking  away  liberty 
and  imprisoning  young  American  women  under  j 
pretence  of  religion.  What  American  would 
be  silent  if  the  burning  of  widows  was  intro¬ 
duced  among  us  as  a  religious  rite?  Who  can 
be  silent  when  the  burying  alive,  in  private 
prisons  by  Popish  priests  is  taught  as  X  most 
holy  act  of  religious  devotion? 

Papal  Sardinia  has  suppressed  the  convents  and 
confiscated  their  property,  which  amounted  to 
more  than  one-hcdf  of  the  real  estate  of  the  whole 
kingdom,  all  of  which  teas  exempt  from  taxation. 
Spain,  the  most  devoted  to  Rome,  has  suppress¬ 
ed  them  and  ordered  the  sale  of  a  large  portion 
of  their  property.  'With  the  paupers  and  as¬ 
sassins  that  the  old  countries  are  exporting  to 
us,  are  we  to  have  these  Prisons  of  slavery  and 
robbery  and  torture,  wThich  Papal  countries 
have  become  sick  of,  and  are  vomiting  out?  By 
the  love  which  we  have  for  God,  our  religion, 
our  children,  our  liberty,  our  individual  rights, 
we  say  No!  No!!  No!!! 

None  but  Priests  can  object  to  their  utter  sup¬ 
pression.  Let  Catholics  require  their  priests 
to  marry,  and  the  convents  cease.  If  not,  to 
maintain  public  decency  they  will  strive  for  I 
convents.  To  accomplish  their  aims  they  will  1 
sacrifice  the  fairest  young  woman  that  mortal 
eye  ever  beheld.  They  care  not  whose  daugh¬ 
ter,  how  they  procure  her,  what  she  may  sulier, 
what  agony  her  parents  may  endure  at  her  loss, 
only  save  them  from  exposure.  Read  the  XIV 
chapter  of  the  Confessions  of  a  Priest,  edited 
by  Morse,  of  the  Telegraph,  in  which  several 
Cases  are  referred  to,  in  comparison  of  which 
the  murders  of  Adam  Horn  and  Professor  Web¬ 
ster  fall  into  comparative  insignificance,  and 
for  which  they  were  not  deposed  by  their  bish¬ 
ops. 

Is  it  not  the  solemn  duty  of  our  Legislature 
to  consider  this  matter?  Ought  they  not  to 
pass  a  law  for  the  protection  of  the  life,  liber¬ 
ty,  property,  comfort  and  happiness  of  the 
young  women,  who  are  in  or  may  enter  these 
prisons,  or  suppress  them  entirely?  No  ques¬ 
tion  of  greater  importance  can  come  before 
them.  It  involves  life,  liberty,  property,  chil¬ 
dren,  parents — everything  that  is  dear  to  the 
parties. 

Hoping  that  our  Governor  and  Legislature 
will  consider  this,  and  knowing  that  our  people 
are  considering  it,  I  respectfully  urge  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  subject. 

Andrew  B.  Cross. 

Baltimore,  January  31,  1856. 


